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Britsburgh and Prime Stage Theatre To Co-Present "An Evening of 1984" 
on Thursday, February 16 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Industry Public House in 
Lawrenceville

(Pittsburgh, PA - February 5, 2017) In 1949, British author Eric Blair (George Orwell) was 
inspired to write his cautionary and frightening book "1984" after observing the havoc wreaked 
upon Europe and the Soviet Union by dictators Joseph Stalin, Francisco Franco and Adolf Hitler, 
who eradicated tens of millions of their own countrymen and women. In his masterpiece, Orwell 
foretells the awful potential impact on the individual when autocracy is combined with Big 
Brother technologies. Two weeks ago, the nearly 79-year-old novel reached the number one 
spot on Amazon's bestseller list.

On Thursday, February 16 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m., British-American Connections Pittsburgh 
(Britsburgh), a Pittsburgh organization that celebrates and promotes British culture locally, will 
launch its new British Performing Arts Society by partnering with Prime Stage to present a panel 
discussion focusing on "1984" at the Industry Public House, 4305 Butler Street in Lawrenceville.

Author and Carnegie Mellon English Professor Jeffrey Williams, a regional expert on George 
Orwell, will provide his insights on "1984" and moderate the panel discussion. 

Panelists will include director Richard Keitel and principal actors from the cast of Prime Stage 
Theatre's stage production of "1984," which will run from March 3 through 12 at the New Hazlett 
Theater Center for Performing Arts. 

The public is invited to attend the discussion. Cost is $6.00, which also includes a one-month 
membership to Britsburgh. Those interested in attending are asked to reserve their spaces at 
http://bit.ly/Britsburgh1984panel.

This discussion is the first of two "1984"-related events jointly planned by Britsburgh and Prime 
Stage. 

On Sunday, March 5, an afternoon tea with Richard Blair, Orwell's adopted son, will be held at 
the New Hazlett Theater prior to the 2:30 p.m. matinee. Following the performance, Blair will 
lead an audience discussion.

"Prime Stage is one of several groups that are partnering with The Britsburgh team as they 
present productions in 2017 that have strong British connections," said Roger Cranville, OBE, 
Britsburgh president. "Others include the Pittsburgh Opera Theater, Pittsburgh Shakespeare in 
The Park and New Renaissance Theater. The Britsburgh Team's goal is to provide an 
opportunity to delve beyond the performance; to provide insight and information that makes the 
performance an even more relevant, personal and valuable experience."



About Prime Stage Theatre
Founded in 1996 by Wayne Brinda and Connie Brinda, Prime Stage Theatre is an organization 
that entertains, educates and enriches the lives of Pittsburghers through a proprietary 
combination of professionally produced plays based on works of both classic and contemporary 
literature and a diverse variety of educational programs for participants of all ages. Prime 
Stage's offerings have been shown to measurably improve literacy among its audience 
members. More information is available at http://primestage.com.


